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Meridian Canoe Club Child Protection & Vulnerable Adults Policy

The Meridian Canoe Club (MCC) is affiliated to the sports governing body, the British Canoe Union (BCU)  and therefore the MCC adheres to the BCU Child Protection Policy where it is appropriate. The principles of this policy are:- 

· The child’s welfare is paramount

· All children whatever their age, sex, culture, disability gender, language, racial origin, religious belief and or/sexual identity have the right to protection from abuse.

· All suspicions and allegations of abuse will be taken seriously; and responded to swiftly and appropriately.

· Anyone under the age of 18 years should be considered as a child for the purpose of this document.

The MCC policy is that  members who are under 16 must have a parent or appointed guardian present at all times when they are on club activities, if this policy is adhered to our under 16 members are not at a great risk of a abuse. Never the less all MCC adult members and parents or appointed guardian should be aware and follow the BCU Good Practice Guidelines set out below.  All adult members should be aware of these Good Practice Guidelines even if they do not help or coach at our junior members activities. This is because. 

· Children can be present at all of our pool and lake sessions.

· Children can be present on club trips  

· Children may be taking part in come and try it sessions when any club member may be helping either on or off the water.

If you wish to see the  full BCU Child Protection Policy it is available as a PDF file on the BCU website at http://www.bcu.org.uk/aboutus/childprotectionpolicy.html


The MCC web site has a link to this policy

If you do not have Web access contact a committee member who will arrange for you to have a paper copy

BCU Good Practice Guidelines

· By following these guidelines you will help to protect both the children in our sport and our coaches/helpers from wrongful allegations.

· Avoid situations where you are alone with one child. The BCU acknowledges that occasionally there may be no alternative, for example, where a child falls ill and has to be taken home. We would stress, however, that one to one contact must never be allowed to occur on a regular basis. Further guidance on this is contained in the BCU Code of Ethics/scUK Code of Conduct.

· If any form of physical support is required ask the peddler’s permission, explain what you are doing and why to both the child and their parents/careers.

· Where possible ask parents/careers to be responsible for children in changing rooms. Always ensure that whoever supervises young people work in pairs.

· Where there are mixed teams/groups away from home, they should always be accompanied by an adult male and female coach/helper.

· Don’t allow physically rough or sexually provocative games, or inappropriate talking or touching.

· If it’s necessary to do things of a personal nature for children who are young or disabled, make sure you have another adult accompanying you. Get the consent of the parent/ career and if possible the child. Let them know what you are doing and why.

· Ensure that any claims of abuse by a child are taken seriously and that it is dealt with by people who know what to do.

· Ensure that the nature and intensity of training does not exceed the capacity of a child’s immature and growing body.    

· Follow the BCU guidelines for photography and video use 

The Meridian Canoe club also  recommends to it members that when on  activities where junior  members are present  for the protection of junior  members and themselves that they 

Should  
Treat everybody with respect.

Should
Respect the junior  members  right to personal privacy.

Should
Remember that someone  else might misinterpret their action no mater how well intentioned.

Should not 
Enter a changing room / area being used by young people or when this is not practical ensure another adult is present.

Should not
Permit abusive youth peer activities (e.g. ridiculing or bullying)

Should not
Allow themselves to be drawn into inappropriate attention seeking behaviour such as tantrums or crushes

Should not
Jump to conclusions about  others without checking the facts

Should not
Exaggerate or trivialise child abuse issues
Should not
Rely on just their good name to protect them
Should not
Believe “it could never happen to them”

If a member suspect a child is being abused they should:

1) Immediately tell the club chair or secretary

2) Record the facts as you know them and give copy to secretary

3) Ensure that the child has access to an independent adult

4) Ensure that no MCC situation arises which could cause further harm

If a child discloses to a member abuse by someone else they should:

1) Allow the child to speak without interruption, accepting what is said

2) Alleviate feelings of guilt and isolation, while passing no judgment

3) Advise that you will try to offer support, but that you must pass the information on.

4) Follow steps 1-4 as in suspecting a child is being abused.

If a member  receive an allegation about any other adult or about themselves 

1) Immediately tell the club chair or secretary

2) Record the facts  as you know them and give copy to secretary

3) Try to ensure no-one is placed in a position which could cause further compromise.


We MUST refer ;  we Must Not investigate

.
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